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The GRAND QUESTIoN 711 
Religion Conſider d: Whether cue 
ſpall Obey ” or Man, Chriſt, 
0 the Pope ; [, he Prophets and 

4 Ipoſtles, or Prelates and Pricfts. 


P R O v. XXVIII. 4. 


They that forſale the Law, praiſe the 
wicked: But ſuch as keep the Law, 
— with them, 


N E would think, at firſt ſight of 
this Queſtion, they ſhould not be 
| one Chriſtian in the. world, but 
would give a quick and ready ſolution to it; 
and Declare fromMouth and heart, the former 
is to be obey*d, and not the latter. 

And yet there is nothing move certain, 
than that in all Ages of the World, even be- 
tore the coming of Chriſt, and ever ſince; 
the generality ot people have been horridly 
culpable and notorioufly guilty in this mat- 
ter. 

This is indeed a moſt Deplorable caſe, and 
has long lain deep and heavy upon my mind, 
the Lord God Almighty, having given me 
S fight of it, and drawn me forth to Teſti: 
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and write againſt it, and if I did not do it I 
ſhould not have peace in my mind. Brcauſe 
I know the diſhonour it is to the infinite Be- 
ing of all Beings, the Uriverial Creator, and 
the ingratitude of his Creatures. And there- 
fore, the wiſe and juſt ard good God, hath 
often ſent by his tfervants the Proph, ets, t9 
warn men, and to reaſon with them for their 
good, ſaying, J I be a Fatver tere is my 
bonour ; if I be a Miſter vbere is my ow. 

And how highly was God di! Pleas! 4 with, 
thoſe whoſe fear towards bim, Was 7.46 gy t by the 
precepts of men. 

Yea even our Lord Jcfus Chriſt, ite Pra- 
Phet like unto Mieſes, he was ſent by the moſt 
high and mercitul God, to reprove ail thoſe 
who taught for Doctrine the Commandment 7 
men. How ſtrenuouſly does he ftand up for 
the honour of God, againſt thoſe Hypocrites, 
Why do you alſo trans greſs the Commandment 
of God by your Tradition ? For God Command- 
ed, ſaying, Honour thy Father and Mother 

c. 

Now let all men take Notice here of Chriſt's 
words, That the ſame God, who ſaid, Ho- 
rour thy Father and Mother ſaid alſo, even at 
the ſame time and next before it, Remember 
the Sabbathday to keep ii holy : Six days ſhall 
Holt labour and do all thy work, but the Se- 
veiith-day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy Gd: 
In it thou ſhall not do any ut: Thou nor thy 
Son nor thy Daughter, thy; man ſervant nor & 

aid 


. 


maid ſervant, nor thy Cattle, nor the ſtranger 
that is within thy Gates, for in ſix days the 
Lord made heaven and Earth, the ſea and all 
that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day, 
wherefore the Lord Bleſſed the ſabbath-day and 
hallowed it. 

What a baſe ungrateful Spirit then, 1s it 
in men, who are the Creatures of God, and 
_— upon him for life and breath, to deſ- 
pile and reject this holy juſt and good Law 
of God: 

And inſtead of obeying him, who has an 
indiſputable abſolute Eternal right to com- 
mand us, obey a proud ambitious man, who 
has no manner of right to command us 1n this 
matter. But has audaciouſly and wickedly 
uſurped an authority which God never gave 
him, e Change time and Laws. 

He that turneth way his Ear from hearing 
the law, even his prayer ſhall be as abomina- 
Nen. 

Who ſo cauſeth them to go aſtray in an evil 
way, he fhall fall him ſeif in to his con Pit, 
but the upright ſhall have goed things in poſſeſſi- 
cu. 

If any one ſhould aſk, who is this man, 
that has done this evil, that has changed God's 
holy Sabbath, from the Seventh-day, to 
the firſt-day ; in the Countrys called Chrit- 
tian, and from the Seventh-day to the Sixth- 
day; in the Countrys called Mahometan, I 
anſwer; e man ef ſin, in all ages of the 


world 
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world every where, Jerobaam, Anitochus, 
Conſtantine, and Pope Syl vater the firſt, and 
all others that act in the ſame evil ſpirit of re- 
bellion againſt Gods facred ten Command- 
ments. And whoſoever thou art, that rea- 
deſt theſe lines I intreat thee in the true fear of 
God, to ſtop a little here: And aſk thy own 
felt the — 2 before God and thy upright 
conſcience, whether thou art not a Servant of 
this Man of Sin; and ever own, that his 
ſervant thou art, to whom thou obeyeſt : Whe- 
ther it be God, or man, Chrift or the Pope, 
the prophets and Apoſtles, or Prelates and 
prieſts, If any one ſhould offer to cover his 
trangreſſion like Adam, by ſaying, I do as the 
reſt of the nation, and generality cf people 
do, If I am wrong ſo are they, if I profane 
and break God's Law, fo do they; and not 
only I, but the Pope, the prelates and Prieſts 
of almoſt all denominations do the fame both 
Preachers and others, and tho we on not the 
Pope in England now, the king being call'd 
head of the Church, who with the Lords and 
Commons, have continucd this Popiſh 
Charge of the Sabbath to this day, and not 
only fo, but even the Mahometans, who are 
{3 to be more Numerous than tiofe cali'd 
Cbriſtians, have changed the Sac bal from the 
Stventhday, ta the Six-day 3 And yet they 
gave no more Command from God fer teep- 
ing the Sixth-dar, than we have for keeping 
the 53-97, tho their Grand Matti and all 


their 


6 | 
CF.) 
their Prieſts teach them to keep the Sixth- day 
for the Sabbath over all the vaſt empires of 
Turkey, Perſia, Moguts, and all their pro- 
digeous countries in Afta, Africa and Europe: 
Therefore if we did wrong and evil in Chang- 
ing the ſacred Seventh-day Sabbath, ſo did they. 
Now I will appeal unto God, and to the 
conſciences of every honeſt and fincere man 
and woman that fear God, under Heaven, 
who are acquainted with, and own and pro- 
feſs revealed religion, if this be a juſtifiable 
excuſe, or rather if it be not a Notorious 
prevaricating, and manifeſt diſobeying of God, 
tor might not the ten tribes of Iſrael, in 
Jeroboam's time, make the ſame excuſes, and 
tay, they did as the reſt of the Nation did, 
and as Feroboam and the Prieſts taught: For 
he had changed the feaſt from the ſeventh, 
to the eight Month, and therefote God ſets a 
mark of infamy upon him for it to all genera- 
tions, becauſe he had ſet up a day, t be 
had deviſed out of bis own heart, tho he knew 
at the fame time that he difobey*d God, alſo 
ſuch excuſes would ſerve thoſe wicked Jets, 
who joyned that crue] perſecuting tyrant 
 Antiochus, in order to ſeduce the faithfull 
Iſraelites, and draw them off from the Law 
of God, to the vain cuſtom of the heathens. 
But the prophet Feremiab had warned them 
ſaying, mind not the way of the heathen, fer 
the cuſtoms of the people are vain, And indeed 
vain are all the inventions of men in * 
| U 
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wo 5 & in contradiction to the ſacred 
71 of 


And how many theſe contradictions are in 
theſe our days, I humbly intreat all men 
wiſel * conſider, If any ſubject in our Land 

ut forth a peice of Braſs, Silver, or 
Gold r ſo much mony, not having the 
King's ſtamp upon; how juſtly would he be 
puniſhed ; but how much ſorer judgment 
ſhall he be thought worthy who caſteth un- 
derfoot the ſacred fourth Commandment of 
God, and calleth any day a ſabbath, which 
God hath not put that ſtamp upon. But hath 
called by their common Name the fiirſt-day, 
and the ſixth-day, Gen. 15, 51. And then 
ſubjoyns theſe ever memorable words viz. 
Thus the Heaven, and the earth were finiſh- 


ed, and all the hoſt o Fe And on the ſe- 


venth. day God ended his work which he had 
made: And be reſted on the ſeventh-day from 
all his work which he had made, And God 
Bleſſed the ſeventh-day, and ſanitified it, be- 
cauſe that in it he bad reſted from all his work, 
which God created and made. 

One would think the heart of every man 
ſhould bow to God, that reads theſe words, 
and more eſpecially ſo when he finds God Al- 
mighty ſpeaking with his own Immortal 
voice. The ſeventb-day is the ſabbath of the 
Lord thy God, in it thou ſhalt not do any work 
&c. Here is the indelible character and divine 
ſtamp of God put upon the Seventh-day : 2 
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that for ever more, the Seventh-day, and the 
/abbath, are ſynonimous terms; and we may 
truly ſay of em, as Chriſt did of Adam and 
Eve, What theref.re God hath joyned together 
let not man put aſſunder. | 

All the four firſt Commandments of God 
are notoriouſly violated by the generality of 
men in all parts of our Land. Which I 
greatly fear, gives no ſmall occaſion, but 
zoves the Way, towards breaking the 
5ix laſt of the ten Commandments, for as 
the Apoſtle Fames, obſerves, He that ſaid do 
nal comm.t Adultery; ſaid alſo do not Kill, now 


if thou commit no Adultery yet if thou Kill, 


thou art become a trangreſſour of the Law, the 
ſame he would have faid (as an ingenious 
learned friend of mine Declar'd) of any other 
of the ten Commandments, I will begin a 
little upon the firſt Ccommandment which is 
ſo good fo ſhort ſo natural and conſonant to 
the eternal law of nature or reaſon, ſo plain 
well known and underſtood by all the Church 
of God that heard it ſpoke, and ſaw it writ : 
That it is aſtoniſhing to ſee how men of lat- 
ter ages have abominably corrupted it. And 
indeed we ſhould more wander at it, if we had 


not ſeen that they have done the fame by 


the ſecond, and perverted it as they did the 
friſt, The prefacer (being God) introducetk. 


Firm felf with a ſingular (I) and endeth him- 


{='f with a ſingular (Me) ſo that one would 
:.K nothing but willtullneſs, or the moſt 
ſtupid 
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ſtupid Ignorance, could ever induce men to 
think God was a plurality of perſons, let my 
reader, if he would find the truth, ſtrip himſelf 
from all the prjeudices of Education,and pray 
to God uprightly, that he may be led by the 


ſpirit of truth to underſtand the words ac- 


cording to the plain genuin ſince of them, as 
God ſpoke them, I am the Lord thy Ged, 
which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the houſe Bondage. 


Thou ſhall have no other God's before me, 
from theſe plain words, judge uprightly in 


thy heart whether thou canſt poſibly conceive | 


this, I, or this me, to be any more than one 
angie perſon. 5 | 7 
Then conſider how . Moſes. the ſervant of 
God, and the then Church of God under- 
ſtood it; which thou wilt find as under, 
where Moſes is ſpeaking to Irael, vir. 
Unto thee it was ſhewed that thou mayſt know, 
that the Lord, he is God, there is None elſe 
beſides him. Sce now that I, even I am he, and 
there is no God with me, I kill, and I mage 
alive, I wound and ] heal, neither is there any 


that delivers out of my hand, Deut. xxxii. 30 


and 40. For IT lift up my hand to heaven, I 


ſay I live for ever, Now judge whether this 


God, be one fingle perſon, one fingle I, or 
whether he be a quarter of a dozen perſons. 


But to ſhew the falſhood of that monſtrous | 


Doctrine of Trinity read the words of God 
himlelf and believe him, [/aiab xliv. and 
3 


1 
g. J there a God beſides me, yea, there is ns 
God, I know not any. Now let God be true 
but every man a Lyar, that is, every man 
that contradicteth God, for if any other per- 
fon had been God, he would not have Eid. 
I know not any, but he ſays, beſides me there 


is no God. 


Whoſoever they are that go about to Father 
this horrid and _ „ * rine . 
nity, upon } hriſt, do egregio 
— bow 2 never did any man write 
more plainly to the contrary than he did. Tell - 
ing us in ſhort that his Father was greater 
than he, and that be could do nothing of himſelf, 


' which is a demonſtration that he is not God, 


for I am ſure God can do all things of him- 
ſelf, fit for a wiſe and holy juſt and good 
God to do: And needeth not the help of any, 
neither doth he receive or derive his' power 
from another, but is ſelf exiſtcnr, eter- 


| nally independant, but our dear Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt has no power nor authority either in 


heaven or earth but what he has received of 


God, and in the end he muſt Deliver up the 


| Kingdom to God even the Father. Then ſhall 


the ſon alſo himſelf be ſubject to him that put 


| all things under bim, that God may be all in 
all. 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25 to the 28. 


When men had invented this monſtrous 
Doctrine of trinity, and Father'd it upon 


. Chriſt, it is no wonder that ay Ar ore ano- 
as Red 


iculous and 


ther upon him, altogether 
1 abdominabie; 
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abominable; viz tranſubſtantiation; but 
the innocent lamb of God, the meck and 
lowly Jeſus, is not at all the leſs eſteem'd by 
his God, and our God, by his Father, and 
our Father, but he was, and ever will be his 
beloved Son in whom he is well pleaſed. 
And as the malice or madneſs of the per- 
ſecuting Jewiſh Prieſts, d them upon 
accuſing Chriſt with Blaſphemy and making 
him felf equal with God, which he utterly 
deny*d and told em plainly he could do nothing 
of himſelf, bnt as Je heard he ſpoke, end this 
commandment hate 1 received from my Father, 
that he never told them he was God, but fo 
far from it, that he was the Chriſt, that is 
the anointed, the Son of God, the prophet, 
like unto Mo/es, which God promiſed, and 
ſent into the world, to teach the way to the 
Father, fo the pretended Chriſtiam prieſts, 
out of falſeneſs or flattery deify him, as the 
fooliſh I/-aclites did by the Braſen Serpent, 
becauſe by the promiſe and power of God 
they were cur'd by their looking to it, there- 
tore they will have it to be God, and jdolize 
it till Hezeii2b ſeeing their folly and ſtupidity 
broke it to peices ; and called it Nehuſhtan, 
that is, a peice of Braſs. wy | 
This Doctrine of trinity which maketh the 
moit high God, the holy One of MVael, to 
be a plurality of perſons, contrary to the firſt 
' Commandment of God, and the making and 
Lowing to Images, contrary to the ſecond 
Commandment, 
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Commandment, together with the Doctrines 
of tranſubſtantiation, Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
his making infinite ſatisfaction to God Al- 
mighty, that is one Infinite perſon making 
ſatisfaction to another Infinite perſon, (and 
thereby making two Infinites,) theſe Doc- 
trines I ſay, are the maſter- piece of all the 
abſurdities in the world. And as the Scrip- 
tures abhor them, and have no ſuch words; 
ſo the eternal Law of Reaſon utterly abomi- 
nates them. 

When the Lady Mowyer left 40 l. to pay 
for the preaching eight Sermons a year to 
hold up the tottering Doctrine of the trinity, 
had ſhe, or ſome other Romiſh Lady, left 
401. more to pay for eight Sermons a year, 
to raiſe up the now fallen Doctrine of tran- 
ſubſtantiation ; what ſtrugling, Rhetoric, Lo- 
gic, eloquence and learning, ſhould we have 
heard, between the Albion and the Hiberni- 
an Prieſts, which ſhould moit irretragably 
prove two falſe propoſitions to be both true, 
viz. that one is three, and three is one: or 
that two and three make ſix ; and that Bread 
is fleſh, and Wine is blood. And when 
theſe ſixteen ſermons are preacle*}, eight in 
Pauls ſteeple-houſe, and eight in Bo ſteeple- 
houſe, to a ſtill and full Auditory, I will ap- 
peal to the heart and conſcience of D. Water- 
land the Alb:onite, and to E. Hudleſtone the 
Hibernite, whether the People would be one 
jot the butter tur lo many diſcourſes on two 
ſuch 
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ſuch Subjects, that contradict God, our Rea- 
fon and our Scules. And were it not for 
curſed Money, and fat Benefices, tack'd to 
ſuch unſcriptural, irrational, ſenſeleſs and 
God - contradicting Doctrines, never would 
(one think) ſuch a Man as my friend Water- 
land and friend Hudleſtone retain ſuch Te- 
nets any longer. 

But when ever the happy Day of Liberty 
ſhall dawn in our Land, and all Religion be 
perfectly free and neither forced nor hindered, 
then how pleaſantly will all the Sons and 
Daughters of Virtue cry out, of all the Fop- 
peries, Ceremonies, Popiſh Inventions, ab- 
turd Doctrines of Hell craft, Prieſt-craft 
and Perſecution, with all the marks of the 


Beaſt, the Whore, and Babylon; from Rome 


ve came, and to Rome well fend you again. 
This vain and idle Notion of God Almighty 
being more Perſons then one, does flatly con- 
tradict the univerſal ſenſe and ftrain of Scrip- 
ture, which every where ſets kim forth to us 
ay one ſingle Perſon or Being: Cute thee li- 
1 up mine Eyes t O ther that dvelleſs in the 
Heavens, And it we ſuppoſe God to be 
three Perſons, then it would run thus, viz. 
Unto you three litt I up mine Eyes: O you 
three that dwell in the Heavens. Judge, O 


Reader, whoſoever thou art, what a piece of 
incoherent nonſenſe this trinitarian Doctrine 


is, and how it deſtroys the true gramat:cal 
Serie 
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Senſe of Scripture; tends to diſhonour and 
depreciate the only true God, by making 
him to have a couple of Equals : Tho” God 
tells us the contr.ry, and ſays, To «20m will 
re liten me, or Hail I be equal, ſaith the holy 
One. So that the grand Queſtion, in this re- 
ligious Point, will be, whether we ſhall be- 
lizve and obey God, or Man, Chriſt, or 
the Pope, the Prophets and Apoſtles, or 
Prelates and Prieſts? 

It is certain that the Church of God for 
above four thouſand Years never heard ot 
this monſtrous Doctrine of Trinity ; and 
ever ſince it was hatch'd, what a nmercus 
Brood of other abſurd Principles and Practi- 
ces have ſprung up, and ſhew'd their hide- 


* ous and deformed Heads? For not content 


with breaking the ſacred firſt Commandment 
of God, they break the ſecond alſo, and 
make thouſands of graven Images, bowing 
down to them, kneeling down and praying 
before them, yea, even kiſſing the Image, 
tho? a dead Stock of a Tree; as mine own 
Eyes, with horror, have ſeen. Allo, their 
ſhameful Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 
their Popes, Prelates and Prieſts. pretending; 
to make a piece of Bread, a God; and then 
cat him, and after void him out again; no 


wonder, that they who can make a piece of 


Bread to be God, can make that one God 
three Perſons; the former is doubtleſs, as 
true as the latter, and the latter as the former; 
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fo that thoſe two darling Doctrines of the 
Chriſtians, viz. Trinity and Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, are as the Mother and Daugh- 
ter; and if the Mother had never been born, 
the Daughter would never have had a Being: 
And tho* among Proteſtants the Daughter is 
dead before the Mother, and ſhe is now gaſp- 
ing among the wiſeſt and beſt of them, yet 
among the Papiſts they are both alive, and 
in high Eſtimation ſtill, And whilſt forced 
Maintenances, of ſeveral hundreds a Year, 
are tach'd to the Preachers of thoſe God-con- 
tradicting Doctrines, and eftabliſh*d by Law, 
we ſhall never want Bellarmins nor Water. 
lands to ho!d them up. But when ever the 
happy Day ſhall dawn and ſhine ſorth to a 
full Light, that the Legiſlators of the Nation 
ſhall be fo wiſe and juſt and good to take 
away the fat Benefices and forced Maintenan- 
ces, and let all Religion be perfectly tree, 
and neither forced nor hindered, and no man- 
ner of Prieſts or Prelates have power to force 
any one to give or pay them any thing, but 
what they think meet to give freely, and to 
withold when they think fir, and give to 
whom they judge beſt deſerving, then would 
all theſe abſurd Doctrines fall, and tumble 
down to the Ground, as Dagon did before 
the Ark of God, and never rife more, til! 
Hireling-prieſts and forced Maintenances are 
ſet up again; and then thoſe Cauſes will not 
tai! to produce the like Conſequences. — 
8 when 
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when men depart from the piain primitive 
Rule of Chriſt, which was, freely ye have 
received, freely give, (not forcibly ye have 
received, forcibly take) then it is no wonder 
that the Spirit of Pride and Ambition, En- 
vy, Hatred and Maiice, and that Hell-born 
Principle of Perſecution gets up; and then 
they ſet to Creed- making, and force down 
mens throats by the Rammer of Perſecutton, 
the groſſeſt abſurdity, the moſt notorious 
falſhoods and monſtrous Doctrines in the 
World; for when theſe Prelates and Prieſts 
have once got the temporal Power, Goals, 
Racks and Gallows on their fide, they little 
regard what God himſclf, or Chriſt fay in 
the matcer. 

For tho* Chriſt ſhould tell us ever fo plain- 
ly and often, as he docs, 7hat be can do no— 
ing of hninje!f, Which *tis impoſſible for 
God to ſay; and when he tell us, he came 
net to do his cn will, but the will of him 
that ſent him; which ſhews he is not God, 
but one that is fent by God to teach man 
more perfectly the way to God, viz. the 
way to be accepted of God, and enter into i 
life eternal; which is evermore founded upon 
our doing thoſe things that are well plcaſing 
in his ſight; which Chriſt did, and taught 
us to do; and wholoever is ſounc doing thus, 
he will ind afſuredly at the grow dla imma- 
eng Day, the joytul and glos ious ſcatence of 
Chriſt, Weil dine gout ang , f., ſervant, 
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thou haſt been faithful in a few things, Pll 
make thee ruler cover many things, enter into the 
joy of thy Lord. He does not ſay, well be- 
lieved or well profeſſed, but he lays the Em- 
phaſis upon the Well done, &c. and when he 
lays, go tell my Brethren that I aſcend to my 
Father, and your Father, to my God, and to 
your God, Notwithſtanding all theſe plain 
ſelf· evident Teſtimonies of Chriſt, and very 
many moer, yet artful Hireling Prelates and 
Prieſts will have brow enough to find out cun- 
ning quirks and deceitful tricks and ſhifts to 
evade the forceable right words of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and te!! us, he had two diſtinct Na- 
tures and one Perſon, viz. he was both God 
und a Man too. As there is not one word in 
(cripture that fays he was God and Man, and 
as the voice of both ſcripture and reaton ab- 
hor ſuch a Doctrine, ſo if the wild inventi- 
ons of theſe Prelates, Priefts and Creed-ma- 
Lers, had told us that Chriſt had five diſtinct 
Natures, and one Perſon, viz. God and 
Man, and Ox, and Fiſh, and Fow], theſe 
#irceiaſt are all God's living Creatures, as 
well as Vian, and Man as well as they; 
therefofe ii God can be both Creator and 
Creature in one Perſon, why ma he not be 
thele four Creatures, as well as any one of 
the four: For if you can aſſert that one Per- 
ton 34 beth God and a Creature, I ſce no diff. 
culty for you to afiert that the one Perfon is 
b. God and Creatures. HF n found be 
ä | org'd 
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urg' d that the latter is a greater abſurdity than 
the former, let it be ſo ; bur then doth it not 
manifeſtly appear to any honeſt fincere diſin- 
tereſted Perſon, that they are both notorious 
abſurdities, the fame in kind, but only differ 
in degree, as the liquidfy ing Blood of Janna- 
rius, may not by ſome Proteſtants, be 
thought ſo great an abſurdity, or piece of 
pious fraud, deceit and knavery of all thoſe 
Prelates and Prieſts who know it to be ſo, as 
that of Tranſubſtantiation is; yet doubtleſs, 
all wiſe honeſt Proteſtants are fnlly convinced 
they are both abſurdities of no ſmal! magni- 
tude, as well as that two diſtinct Natures, the 
Creator, and Creature, are one Perſon. 
What an extreme Ignorance and Folly is it, 
to object and argue aa ſome Men do, about 
the human and divine Nature, when the 
Seripture never tells us a word of two Natures 
in Chriſt, but quite the reverſe; for Chritt 
tells us, of !bat day and. of that hour know- 
eth no Man, nor the Augels that are iu Flea- 
ven, nor the Son, but my Father only. Now 
here is a plain demonſtration, that Chriſt is 
not God ; for he did not know the Day of 
Judgment, which Chriſt affirms his Father 
did know ; if therefore, the pretended two 
Natures had been united in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, he muſt needs have known it, but' he 
teſtifies he did not know it. 

O what a ſcandalous reflection do's this 
prevaricating lying Doctrine caſt upon the 
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Holy harmleſs innocent Lamb of God : As 
it he ſhould cover one Eye with a patch, and 
then tell People he was Blind and could not 
ſee, meaning that Eye that was cover'd, when 
at the ſrme time he conld ſee perfectly with 
the other Eye, yea, and with both Eyes too 
when he pleas'd to be ſo honeſt and ſincere 
to take the cover off. Thus theſe Trinitarians 
make him that Tue s u, Sin of his own nei- 
ther was guile found in his meuth, to be a great 
Trickſter and deceiver. And I do verily 
believe, that they have deluded and deceived 
more honeſt well meaning men, and women 
by this- artfu falſe Notion of the two Na- 
tares in Chriit, than by any other Frauds 
whatſoever. Another of their deceittull arti- 
fices to uphold this moniterous Doctrine of 
Trinity, is, That the word of God, and the 
ſpirit of God, are two diſtinct · Perſons , 
whereas they m ght as well affirm, that the 
mercy of God, and the love of God, and 
the power of God, and the goodneſs of 
God, and the truth of God, and the wifdom 
of God, are all diſtinct Perſons ; and there- 
by, a Trinity of Trinitys; that God 1s nine 
Perions and one God, for none can deny 
but God is all theſe; for there is, in Scrip- 
ture, as many perſonal Notes given to the 
wiſdom of God, as there is to the word of 
God; and if the iſt of John had been trani- 
lated Wiſdom, or Reaſon, as the great 
te Clerk, and others fay, the Greck word 
Logos, 
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Logos, ought to be, it would be thus; 1: 
the heginning was wiſdom. and wiſdom was 
«ith God, and wiſdom was Cod; the ſame 
was in the beginning with God; would any 
rational Man in his ſenſes imagine, the wy- 
dom of God, or the word of God, or the 
reaſon of God, to be a diſtinct Perſon from 
God; ſurely no; yet it is expreſly ſaid, 
God is love, and God is good, and God is 
truth; ſo it is ſaid, God poureth out bis ſpirit 
upon them, and poureth out his mercy upon 
them. Now as it is plain, the mercy of God, 
is not a diſtinct perſonality from God, but 
the energy or power of God; as it is ſaid, 
the ſpirit of God nov d upon the Waters, and 
my ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man; 
ſo neither is the power of God, nor the word 
of God, nor the wiſdom of God, ever to 
be underſtood as diſtinct perſonalities from 
| God, but his glorious Qualitics, as we evi- 
dently know by our own felves; that the 
power of a Man, the word of a Man, the 
ſpirit of a Man, the wiſdom of a Man, are 
never to be underſtood as diſtin& perſonalities 
from the Man, but his Qualities ; and ſure, 
when we ſpeak of the Qualities of any Man, 
we never mean nor intend any diſtinct perſon 
from him, but the Man himſelf. The Pro- 
phet Iſaiah ſays, The ſpirit of the Lord God 
is upon me, becauſe the Lord bath anointed me, 
to preach good tidings to the meet, he hath 
| ſent me to bind up the broken hearted, to pro- 
F claim 
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claim liberty to the Captives, &c. And ſo the 
Prophet Jeſus uſes the ſame words: he came 
to Nazareth where he had been brought up, 
and, as his cuſtom was, he went into the Sy- 
nagague on the Sabbath-day ;, (not on the firſt 
day, as Popes have taught us, contrary to 
Chriſt,) and ſaid, This day is this ſcripture 
fulfilled in your ears; viz. in a ſecondary 
ſenſe; the ſpirit of the Lord anointing the 
Prophet Jeſus to preach to them, to bring 
them out of their ſpirituai Bondage of fin, 
as it had in the primary ſenſe been tuifilled in 
bringing out of tbe Babylowmh Captivity. 
Yet never did any Prophet in this world, e- 
ver ſay or think, that the ſpirit of God that 
was upon him was a diſtinct perſou from 
God; ſo far from it, that they knew a mea- 
{ure of the ſpirit is given to every Man to pro- 
fir withal, and happy it is, that God is fo 
good to us, as liberally to give us all a ſuffi- 
ciency of it, to direct our way to him, with- 
out money, and withont price; which no 
proud Popes, Prelates or Hireling-prieſts 
will do; but force men to put into their 
Mouths whether they hear them or not, or 


elſe {train their goods, or priſon them: Which 


ſhews plainly thar all ſuch are no true Ni- 
niſters of Chriſt ; let them call themſclves 
by whatſoever titles they will, they are none 
of his; neither did he ever tend them, but 
they run before they were ſent ; that is, they 
run a hunting and ſeeking, like Wolves, at- 
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ter their prey, for the fat Benefices, and for- 
ced Maintenances, and rich Biſhopricks ; 

and without theſe they will not preach at all. 
But the true genuine Miniſters of Chriſt, 
which he hath ſent, they will preach the Goſ- 
pe], whether you give them any thing. or no- 
thing; they having the glory of God moſt 
high, the honour of Chriſt's kIngdom, and 
the good of Man at heart; if you will give 
them a little Food, or Rayment, thoſe of 
you that are able and free to do it, and par- 
take of their Miniſtrations, they will accept 
| of it; if not, they will labour «working wwith 
| their hands, always remembring the example 
and exhortation of their beloved Brother 
Paul, /abouring night and day rather than be 
| chargeable to any, yet, preach to them the Coſ- 
peel of Gd; ſuch Miniſters can appeal and ſay, 
2 are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and 
juſtly aud unblameably, we behave our ſelves 
among them that believe. The Apoſtles, and 
all thoſe that are their true followers, they 
will not eat any mans bread for nought, 5% 
work with labour and travel; far from forcing 
people to pay them whether they will or no, 
and eſpecially thoſe that never hear them. 
I can with pleaſure obſerve, that there is a 
ſpirit of Liberty beginning to ſhine forth in 
the moſt honeſt wile diſintereſted judicious 
reading Men in the Nation, of all Ranks; 
and I hope there is not a few of theſe amongſt 
our Legiſlators, who conſider with horror 
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the bloody and cruel Reigns of Mary the 
Papiſt, and Charles the Proteſtant ; the for- 
mer by the inſtigation of Priefts and Pre- 
lates, fuck'd the blood of ſome hundreds of 
precious good Men, for precious in the ſight 
the Lord is the death of bis Saints. And 
latter, by the urgency of Prelates and 
Prieſts of the fame ſpirit, and the help of 
ſome bigotted Prieſt-r1d Juſtices, filPd moſt 
of the ſtinking Priſons in England with the 
Bodies of many thouſands of honeſt holy 
Men and Women as ever liv'd in our 
and; no laſs than four thouſand Chriſtians 
(call'd Quakers) were in oue Goal or another 
at one time, till the cruel Profecutors were 
even glutted and wearied, and ſaw, at laſt, 
nothing but ſhame and diſgrace fall upon 
themſelves, with horror of Conſcience, and 

a dreadful looking for of Judgment. 

And whereas now I believe I may truly 
ſay, we never had a King upon the Throne, 
no not the glorious William himſelf, that e- 
ver had more regard to the religious Liberties 
of his Subjects. than this preſent King has: 
Not only ſo, but there feems to be a Principle 
written in his heart, that all his Subjects 
ſhould have perfect liberty to ſerve, believe 
in, and worſhip God, in that way that they 
are perſuaded. in their own Conſciences plea- 
ſes him beſt. | 

And indeed, every King upon the face of 
the whole Earth, that forces Mens Conſcien- 
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ces in matters of a religious Nature, acts in 
rebellion againſt God; becauſe he uſurps an 
Authority which God never gave him; Con- 
ſcience being ſubſect to God alone. There- 
fore, as there 1s a ſpirit of Liberty ſpringing 
uy, how gloriouſly does it become every 
Man to ſtand up for it, and to aſſert it. Be- 
cauſe liberty is always a friend to truth, as bi- 
gottry and ſlavery is to error. Whenever th: 
bleſſed day ſhall come, and we hope it be- 
gins to dawn, that our Legiſlators thall fer 
the ſubjects free in all matters of Religion, 
and no Man nor his Eſtate be forced to pay 
any thing to any Prelate, Prieſt, or Preacher 
of any denomination Whitfocver, one more 
tian another; but to whom and what he 
thinks mcet and beit to give, and where he 
believes it is the beit deſerv d, and wul do 
the moſt good, and has the moſt necd. This 
will eñectually overthrow Popery, and de- 
ſtroy Babylon, Root and Branch, in every 
ſhape or appearance, or in whatever form 
diſguiſe or name of Papiſt or Broteſtant fre 
may put on. And pure primitive ilcaven- 
born Chriſtian Religion and tru2 Geſpel Li- 
erty will certainly grow up in its Read, and 
flouriſh abund:::ily in our Land. A f. Dec bi- 
en of which may be clearly ſcen in that 
Dody of Chriſtians the Diſſenters, and eſpe- 
cially toſs call'd Quaterrs 3 3 Who have un- 
doubte ly made a far groncer reformation from 
Popery, than any cher Denomination of 
C Chrittians 
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Chriſtians whatſoever, except in the matter ot 
God's bleſſed Seventh-day hallowed Sabbath; 
which they have ſet down ſhort in their retor- 
mation; which is to be lamented, and muſt 
be 'for a lamentation; for they allo are fallen 
into that Popiſh practice of obſcrving the 
Firſt-day, altho' they know, own, and con- 
feſs, that there is no command from God or 
his Prophets, Chrift or his Apoſtles, to keep 
it; and there principle is, tit every Day is 
alike, and that one Day is not more holy than 
another, Now it their prineiple be right, 
then their practice is certainly wrong, for 
they ſaut up their Shops the Firſt-day, and 
ſhew the fame regard to it, as Papiſts and 
Proteſtants do, and as if there was a divine 
Command to keep it; and thereby they bear 
no teſtimony for the truth of their prircipie 
at all. But if their Practice be right, then 
their Principle is evidently wrong, tor both 
cannot be right. And I believe in my heart, 
tat waen they [ſeriouſly conſider of it, by the 
light of God's word, Which will be a light 
unto their pachs, and a lanthorn unto their 
feet, (if they obey it) they will find, tliat 
neither the principle nor practice is right, but 
boch utterly wrong, and directly contrary to 
the fgurth Commandment of God. I krow, 
tht this notorious Popiſh Invention, of 
cnanging God's facred Scventh-day Sabbath, 
ard blervingz che Firſc-day, is (among thoie 
Peco le calPd Quakers) one of the principal 
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only Lieb 1 nat yet taken away. O Lord 
Ichovah, I 7 thee, bow the heart of all 
this people as the heart ot on man; the holy 
of the Lord, honourable, and may honour 
the: 3 not doing their own ways, nor finding 
their own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking their own 
worii's about the world on thy holy Day. 
O thau, who art the God of Abraham, the 
God of liazc, and the God of Jacob, this 
13 tay name forever, and this is tay memori- 
al to all generations; ſhine forth into their 
| hear = I beſcech thee, yet farther and farther, 
till thou haſt bought them quite out of Baby- 
lon, and cleanſed them from every Rag ar.d 
| every Dreg. O let them not reject thy Com- 
mandment, to hold the tradition of Men, 
bur let them join with thoſe that do thy Com- 
| mand:ments, and teach Men ſo to do, that 
they may inherit eternal Life. 
I hope none of my friends will take il] chat 


5 which I have wrote, for God knoweth my 
- heart is full of love to thein; ; and my carneſt 
r defi:ze is, that as that people have purited 
t theniſelves from the Corruptions of Popes, 
t Pre! aies and Privits, more than any others, 
> o long to = tuem quite cleanſe from every. 
S pollution of Rome. Ard 1 hope they will 
t hrartily join with all that are S. Hhuth- ker pers 
, in our molt reat lonable a ande dligious Petition 
e co tn. Datliamem: That all t Ach ay habe 
il * fe ware fix days ot Ilir Dai. Feeate 
y 07:5, d. % 5b 466 Saobotu ny aro dig to the 
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Commandment. God ſays, ix days ſhalt theu 
labour and do all thy work, but the Seventh- 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: As 
God the Creator of the Univerſe hath ſaid, 
Ax days ſbalt thou labour and do all thy wort : 
ſo we truſt that no morte] Man that fears 
God, will ever ſay, thou ſhalt not. And 
that our King, our Lords, and our Com- 
moners will not ſuffer us to be liable to any 
Fines or Penalties for our obeying God. 

The plain truth is, the ſacred ten Com- 
mandments of God are ſtill in force, and will 
be till heaven and earth paſs away; and how- 
much ſo ever the four firſt, or ſome of them 
may be deſpiſed or diſregarded and ſet | 
nought, yet are ſtill holy, juſt and good, 
and they that Keep them all, will be 
more happy and more honourable in the 
ſight of God, and in their own breafts, than 
they that keep but part of em and reject the | 
reſt ; for if ye know theſe things, happy are xe 
/ ye do them; and as Chriſt himſelr tells us, 
the Sabbath was made for man, ſo were all 
tae reſt made for the good of Man; and 
then. doubtleſs, it is the duty of all that 
know them, to keep them for their gocd ; 
far viciſed are they that de his Commandments 
Dal tiey may beve riadl to ihe lire of Life, 
aid may entcr in through the Cute. into the | 
Ci. And the? fur my keeping them, and 
tollowing the Patriarchs and Prophets, and 
Ciuilt and his Apoltles in wearing my — 
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and my own hair, in ovedience to God, as 
they did, I am made a ſign and a wonder in 
the carth, and have been a thouſand times 
mocked and ſcotned at by the /cejfing Lu- 
maelites of this Age; becauſe I regard not 
their Fopperies and Faſhions, having been 
taught of God, by his Prophet Jeremiah, 
not to mind the way of the Heathen, for the 
Crtoms of love pegpie are vain; yet am I 
little concern'd at their Revilings, having an 
Eye to the hope that is ſet before me: I de- 
ſpiſe the world's flatteries, and contemn its 


ſcorns, even as the Worthies of old did; 


yea, tho” I am made a Gazing- ſtock, and 
hatcd rage than any man, being loaded with 
the molt bitter Curies, opprobrious Names, 
aud malicious words; Often throwing ſtones 
and other things after me, and crying damn 
him, ſtop him. a Jew, a Turk, the Devil, 
the Devil; cut off his Beard, &c. Let the 
Lord hath fo ordered it in mercy to me, that 
abuntance of virtuous Men and Women of 
al! Denominations, ſincerely love me, ud 
and eurneſtly ſollicit and deſire my Compa- 
ny; fo that { think I may truly fay, :.0 an 
is better belov'd nor more hate; winch of- 
ten brings to my mind che words of my dear 
Lord; Afgzwel not if the world kate you, i 
belted me leſure it bated you , and the many 
of tuem call'd hin Devil and Belzohrty, yet 
at tlie ſume time virtuou: Men and hoiy Wo- 
men cry* cut, B/ H⁰ d be {32 t i9.t tire 
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thee, and the paps ibat gave thee ſuck: and if 
they calPd the Maſter of the houſe Belzebub, 
how much more one of his houſhold. The Lord 
hath made my bow to abide in ſtrength, and 
I have ſhot my ſpiritual Arrows at miſtreſs 
Babylon, and I truſt he will furniſh me with 
Artillery till I fee her falling down to the 
ground, with all her perſecutiug Weapons; 
many of the Enemies Pikes I have lately 
paſſed through, renowned be the Name of 
the Lord Jehovah, who enabled me to march 
through valiantly to Victory. I do not boaſt 
of my ſelf, but of the Lord; yet I can fay, 
that the Revilings of the ungodly do not at 
ail diſpirit me, 107 now I am Moeek- proof, 
and can take their Revilings for Chriſt's 
iake, and bind them as Ornaments to me; 
praiſed be God, and Glory to his great 
Name, he hath given me courage to chal- 
lenge all the temporal Powers under Heaven, 
to ſhew what Authority they have to inter- 
meddle with their Subjects in ſpiritual things 
which belong to Chriſt alone, God having 
made him both Lord and Chriſt, and given 
power into his hands, and I truſt ne Wil g. ve 
me Chrittian fortttudc ſtill to ſtand up in De- 
tence of lis facred Jen Commai:dwunrs, and 
tor the rel Sgious Liberties of Manx, agrynfk 
all the relates and Prieſts in the W urld 
that do violate them. 

And I am weil aſſured, that God will 
bring you to ſhame and net only you, tut 
all your fore-Fathers who have led you. in 
| tho 
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thoſe odious principles and practices of Break- 
ing the four Firſt Commandinents of God: 
And tho ye may do all that ever you can, 
to cover and conceal their Weakneſſes Trant- 
greſlion and Sin, yet the covering will be too 
ſhort and their Nakednets will appear; and 
you cannot help it; and the longer you go 
on in your Sins and the Sins of your tere- 
Fathers, the greater will be your ſhame, and 
your crimes will be much greater than theirs: 
By your now having much more Lignt than 
they had, who were but lately cicpt out from 
the Regions of Popiſh Darkneſs, Take 
warning therefore of the prophet Eſiras's 
words, xi. Es. 16. G2, Zea aid the Spirit of 
the A'mighty God, which made ail things and 
ſearcbeth out ail hidden things iu lis ſecrets of 
the Earth; ſurely be kneweth ver inden ions, 
aud what you thine in your eus, even then 
that Sin, aud w hide il eig ſin, therefore 
bath tre Lord exactly ſearched cut, ail your 
Wort and be will pus you af ts übe e. 

I know afturediy, by the Commandment 
of the Lord God Alrigay, win fil, The 


ſevento-Day ia the Sali at of tne L thy Cold : 


Whoſæ Laco willjand fajt fer ever and wer, 
aud is doke in truth and :ighteonti.e', And 
by Jeſus Cariit, who {.:d, ie fn, was 
macie fir man, and that, He came uc is dg 
dio the Law but to du it, and ſaid if 194: 
della it chler 1:49 Lift Jeep ine 2 FIT 0 
meats, I fay I knowaLurcdly by the Cod of 
Wuth, and by Jeſus Chriſt the Anvinted Iro- 
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phet and Meſſias, that the Papiſts, and Pro- 
teſcants of aka oft all Denominations even 
Fpiſcopatians, Presbyterianz, Independants 
and Bapitts, yea with grief of heart I write 
it, even Quakers alſo: Have egregiouſly 
broken and violated that ſacred fourth Com- 
mandment of God, tho this laſt mention'd 
people have made the greateſt reformation 
even beyor d all other {except the Sabbath 
keepers) aut have done more towards Over- 
turning the Baoy lun cith whore and Mother 
of Hariats than any other People have done 
fince the Days of the Apoltles yet, as all 
Light, is not ir {cant nous in matter ot Refor- 
ation in Relig op, bur Generally comes by 
degress, as it, 15 ce ſgarch'd for, the can- 
dle being Lighted, and the houſe ſwept clear 
of all ſuperſtitious Popiſh Rubiſh, for ſo the 
diſcovery ot many Popiſh Errors, an: inven- 
tious have been reſormed by Degrees; as 
worſhiping God by Images, praying to 
Saints and Angels, pardons ard indulgences 
tor noay, Franſubſtantiat on, and many 
other at ſurdities, not only held by Lap its 
bu: even by rern o this day; as Tri- 
ricy, viz. naking the moſt high God, to 
be a ptr aiity of perions, and to have a con- 
ple of als; Infant ſprinkling, and croſſ- 
„gimp | Righteouſneſs, infinite ſatisfic- 
tion, adi. -ftion and reprobation and 
many Other corruptions; Which good men 
came 
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came to perceive, ſome at one ti me and ſome 
at other times. 

So alſo the Quakers, about 70 or 80 years 
Ago, began a veiy great Reformation, and 
tho they did not * ſee the Light of the 
Sabbath but follow'd the Popiſts and Proteſ- 
tants in obſerving the firſt-Day inſtead of it, 
and thereby lett one of the high places not 
taken away. Yet now if that People would 
give Glory to the Godof Heaven, and reſtore 
the ſacred Sabbath keep and ſerve it, Accord- 
ng he Commandment, as the holy Women 
did that followed Chriſt, after his Crucificti- 
on, and as Paul, did who Preach'd every 
Sabbath-Day and did it, not by accident but, 
as his manner was. I ſay if you will carry 
the Reformation one Step further in this point, 
and keep the Sabbath according to the ſacred 
fourth Commandment of God, you will en- 
lighten the Nation, and not this Nation only 
but many People and Nations far and near, 
Who will no doubt greatly rejoyce to hear, 
that the Lord is now raiſing up Ditciples, 
that will reſtore primitive Chriſtianity to its 
Original purity, in Keeping every one of tue 
ſacred Ten Commandments faithtuily, to 
(God's glory and their own good, as Chriſt 
Jeſus and his Diſciples alas did and tauglit 
others to do, If, ſays the bleflo! Jelus, ye cc 
my Comman: Iments Je Jul, g hide in my Leve, 
1 4 wave ke; 1 my Lathen 3 Commaznameiits Giid 
abide in bis Leve. He grounds even his own 
accentance 
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acceptance with God, upon this noble eter- 
nal and univerſal foundation of keeping the 
Commandments of God. as all Men ought 
to do, and ought not we his Diſciples to do 
ſo too, doultleſs it is our Duty to be followers 
of God, as dear Children; and he laid, 
the Seventh-Day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
ty God : and ſhall we disbelieve and diſobey 
him, and believe and obey a pack of proud 
Ambitious Emperors and Popes, ſuch as 
Conſtantine and Pope Sylveiter the firit: 

Who had blended Pagoniſm with Religion, 
and ſet up their Heatheniſh Sunday, on waich 
they us'd to worſhip the Sun; and fubſiituc- 
ed it in the room of £{od's Holy Sabbach, 

juſt as wicked Jerovoam had done, viz. Set 
up a Day which be had deviſed of bis un heart. 
For all wiſe honeſt Men know (except the 
grofly ignorant and iuch as regard not what 
talſhood they wr ite) that God and his Pro- 
p. _ Crit ard his Apoltles, never Com- 
man ud us to Irv 2 the firſt Day holy to God, 

but 2 Wh:dev3 to labμj,ꝗjuůupon il aud do all 
67) , Ex. 1. 4, f, 22 23. And Exo. 
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upon him. Therefore ftand in awe, my 
dear friends, and Sin not, but Commune with 
your own heart upon your Bed, and be ſtill. 
And then o fler the lacrifices of righteousneſs, & 
put your truſt in the Lord, obey him, and then 
he will give you peace. And you will find it 
ten Thouſand times better to obey that God who 
Created you than to regardthoſe proud Men, 
that have no Authority to Command you. 

Obey God, I ſay, and thereby you will 
give glory to him; Tl Men may know, 
that thiu <oboſe Name alone is Febovab art the 
gt High cover all the earthy, Pialms. Ixxxiii. 
18. I deſire to be underitood, that I direct 
my Forlorn Hope to all people upon earth ; 
but more particularly to the people call'd 
Quakers, in this place; becauſe they ſeem 
to tand the faireſt, and molt diſpoſed of any 
other Denomination I know of, their fore 
Fathers having done wonders : And have 
Valiintly fought the Spiritual Battle, of the 
Lord, againit Antichritt and Babylon: And 
have left the whore, and Abominated a 
bundance of her fornications; would to God 
they had all. And if the Children (of thoſe 
fore Fathers) which live now will take up the 
Spiritual weapons again (which ſeem too 
much laid down) and Couragiouſly go on to 
compleat waar their Glorious and Renowned 
Ancalters left unconqeer'd: Aud carry on the 
Reformation to perfection, it will be to their 
hoaour, yea to their icramortal glory, But 


GS 
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if they will not, but arc reſolv'd to ſtagnate 
degenerate and ſettle upon the Lees of this 
bn carnal aſs 200 — 1 world, 
and ſuffer theſe Canaanites, theſc Beaits of 
the ſcarlet wu: ſtill to __ unſubdu' d; de- 
pend upon it, for to your forrow you'll find 
it, they wil be Pricks in your Eyes, and 
2 88 in your Sides; and you will begin in 
time to inter- marry with them, and give them 
your Sons, and take their Daughters, and 
you will ſoon become effeminate, and 
your hands weakened and wax feeble; and 
tor want of exerciſing your ſpiritual Wea- 
ns, (which your Fathers wielded fo ſkil- 
folly. and valtantly, as made them that had 
the mark of the Beaſt fall before them every 
where) you will become indolent, and a prey 
to your Canaanitiſh adverſaries. 
But if you will go on to perfection, em- 
brace the ſacred Sabbath: of the Lord your 
85 d, it will be a fign between bim au ven, 


tbr. ug Hu Jeur gener ations, that ye may know | 


that be is the Lo: d, that doth ſanitifie Jetty 
,,] may be a jign between Gd aud you far 
ever : for in ſix Days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, and on tie Seventh-day he reſt ed, 
and was ref! ſhed. 

Now here is a Law that is founded upon 
the Original of Creation Order; and che 
reaſon given by God himlcli, for our obſer- 


ving and keeping it. I herefore I EuLrCcat | 


you in, the fear of God to confider this 


weighty 
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weighty affair well ; that, both your Fore- 
fathers and you, and moſt good men of all 
Nations on earth obſerve it as an univerſal 
Law, for a man to have but one Wife, and a 
woman but one Huſband ; and this Law is 
likewiſe founded on the Original of Creation 
Order, juſt as the other is, viz. becauſe God 
made them only a male and female, and did 
not male and females, therefore you rightly 
think it is an indication, or direction to 

Nature to have but one Wife, and to cleave 
unto her; and juſt the ſame reaſon you have 
to keep the Sabbath; becauſe in Creation Or- 
der, God made heaven and earth in ſix Days; 
and on the Seventh-day he ended his work, 
reſted, and was refreſhed; wherefore the 
Lord bleſſed the Sabbath-day, and hallowed | 
it 


So that it plain even to a Demonſtration, 
that there is the ſame indication or direction 
to your Nature, for keeping the Seventh-day, 
as there is for your having but one Wite. 
For the meer light of Nature, will no more 
teach us to have but one Wife, than it will 
teach us to keep the Seventh-day Sabbath; 
but the one and the other do certainly depend 
on revelation, and knowing the Order of 
Creation. Yea, even the fifth Command- 
ment is much the fame ; for no perſon by the 


ght of Nature can tell who is his Father or 
his Mother, if ſeparated when young from 


them, but the faid perſon depends on Infor- 
; D mation 
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mation; and when it ĩs made known to him, 
then it will be an indication or direction to 
his Nature to honour his Father and his Mo- 
Thus I have argued from the original 
Reaſon. and Nature of things, before there 
was any diſtinction of Jews and Gentiles, or 
any other men, Chriſtians or Mahometans, 

or any Denomination whatſoever. 
And indeed, it is not the reaſoning of 
Jour poor Friend Elwall only, who has now 
cars of joy in his Eyes, that God has fo 
far enlightened me, but it is the reaſon of the 
Creator himſclf ; viz. For in fix days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that 
in them is; and reſted the ſeventh day, where- 
fore, (that is fer that reaſon) God bleſſed the 

Sabbath day and hallowed it. TO 
I do recommend this reaton of God, to all 
mankind, but eſpecially to my beloved Bre- 
thren and tcllow Chriſtians, calld Quakers; 
who principa!ly want this 'Top-ſtone to crown 

their Reformation above all other people. 
And for the truth of this reaſon of God, 
I appeal to the Royal Breaſt of George King 


of Great Britain and Ireland, and to his be- 
loved Queen Caroline; to my noble Friends 


Argyle and Charles Townſhend ; to my 
—_ Friends Robert Walpole, Charles 


Wager, and Arthur Onſlow ; and to all the 
other Lords and Senators whoſe faces I ne- | 
ver ſaw, whether it is our Duty to obey God, | 


. 
or Man, Chriſt, or the Pope; the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, or Prelates and Prieſts. 

aſter you have deliberated upon it, 
from the honeſty, ſimplicity and ſincerity of 
your hearts, and find the Ten Command- 
ments to be all holy juſt and good; then 
give glory to your Creator, whole Creatures 
you all are, and in whoſe hand your breath 
is; and when you next aſſemble in Parlia- 
ment, be ſo good to bring in and paſs a Bill, 
That all Perſons in the King's Dominions, 
that are Sabbath-keepers, may have liberty 
to work ſix days at their ſeveral Trades, 
Callings and Vocations ; and reft the Seventh- 
day, according to the Commandment of 
God. Gen. ii. 1. 2, 3. Exod. xvi. 22, 23, 
29. Exod. xx. 8, 9, 10, 11. Iiaiah Iviu. 13. 
Matt, xxiv. 20. k ii. 27. Luke xxiu. 
54, 55, 56. Acts xiii. 14, 15, 42, 44. Acts 
xvi. 13. Acts xvii. 2. Acts xviil. 4. Jer. 
xvii. 12, to the end. Whoſoever wil read 
all theſe Texts in the true fear of God, and 
wich defire to obey him, will ſoon find what 
a regard God always had for his holy Sab- 
bath, and what a baſe, vile and wicked 
thing it was in Pope Sylveſter the firſt, Con- 
ſtantine and others, who changed, polluted 
and violated it. | 5 
Of all the pleaſure I meet with in this life, 
there is nothing that affords that joy and fo- 
lid comfort, as the keeping theſe ſacred Ten 
Commandments of ow They are indeed, 

2 — 
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the joy and rejoycing of my heart, and the 
delight of my foul; and to live in faithful 
obedience thereto, will never fail to render e- 
very man both amiable and acceptable to 
God the Father and Creator of all things. 
For let any honeſt man turn the fingle up- 
right Eye of his pure mind to ſtudy and con- 
template the plainneſs, goodneſs, wiſdom 
and intention of every one of thoſe ſacred 
precepꝛs of God, and if he be a religious 
man or a virtuous woman, they will ſoon 
pronounce them all, every one, to be like 
that good God. that ſo wonderfully gave 
them torth, viz. holy, juſt, and good ; fit for 
God to give, and highly fit for every man 
and woman to receive and obey ; and in the 
faithful obedience of them, they will aſſured- 
l find there is great reward; that is, joy and 
ee in this life, and certain well-grounded 
of eternal felicity in that which is to 
come. | | 
The bleſſed Prophet, Jeſus himſelf, who 
always fpoke the truth, told us, if, /ays he, 
teu wouldſt enter into life, keep the Command- 
ments; it is manifeſt it is the Ten Command- 
ments that he there refers to, for he mentions 
then. That Magiſtrate or Ruler, who came 
to. Chriſt, and aſk'd that momentous Queſti- 
on, wortiry: indeed for all perſons to aſk, 


goed Maſter, what fhall J do to inherit eternal | 


Life: Chriſt's noble anſwer is, F 1424 wvoml dj 
eater Sata iſe, keep the Commanaments , Chriſt 


4-2 


Fu 2 2 


 _ FF IF X7T Fat TH UE TOTES 


> 2D = XS 2&4 , oh a or Re 


* 2. ( 41 ) 5 1 4 Pl 
does not bid him break any one of them, but 
keep them; he does not bid him keep the 
firſt, and break the ſecond, as Papiſts do: nor 
keep the third, and break the fourth, as Po- 
| piſh Proteſtants do; for he faid, the Sabbath 
was made for man; ſo we are ſure it was 
made for man to keep for his good; and not 
to violate and pr . 95 
- Bur, as I was obſerving before, that if any 
pious man or virtuous woman will boneftly 
and truly turn the fingle eye of their mind to 
contemplate of theſe ſacred pure and precious 
Ten Commandmeets of God (prior to all 
other things) get clear of the prejudices of 
their education ; and little regard what this or 
that weak Father ſays of -q matter; = 
rincipally have your upright eye upon 
Rd wed of God ; and on bow; your 
upright Conſcience, reaſoning and judging 
for your ſelves in all religious things, as y 
natural right is. * 
And as I have warn'd you from weak Fa- 
theis, who were often not only one againſt 
another, but ſometimes againſt themſelves ; 
fo likewiſe, take care of proud i ious 
Councils, which in almoſt all ages have been 
the grand Nurſeries of human Inventions ; 
Pride, Hatred, Creed-inaking, Envy, Ma- 
lice and Perſecution; lording over mens 


Conſciences; and ſometimes, as particularly, 
that wicked Council of Laodicea, made de- 
crees againſt thoſe that kept the fourth Com- 

| D 3 mandment 
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mandment of God. So odious and luke. 
warm that Church was, even in John's own 
life time, that the holy Jeſus was then juſt 
ready to ſpew them out of his mouth ; but af- 
terwards they became ſo corrupt and groſ- 
fly impious to that degree, as to make De- 
crees or Canons, againſt the holy precious 
Law of God; and how truly did Chriſt fay 
of them, viz. they knew not that they were 
wretched and miſerable and poor and blind and 
aaked. Rev. iii. 17. 

My heart is diſpoſed to ſet forth the ex- 
cellency and glory of the Ten Command- 
ments of God, above all other Laws that e- 
yer were delivered to men from the Creation 
of the world to this day. In the 19th of 
Exgdus, we find the three days preparation 
ict the awful delivery of it. Aud the Lord 
id unto Meſes, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick 
Cicud, that the people may bear when I eat 
unto thee, and believe thee for ever. And 
well might the people believe him, when 
they ail heard the Lord call him up into the 
Mount. Ard the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go 
unt the people, and ſanfiifie them io day and to 
mer:c, and let them waſh their Cloaths, and 
be ready againſt the third day : for the third 
day the Lord will come down in the ſight of all 
the people upon Mount Sinai. 

O glorious and mercifull God, never was 
there ſo ſolemn occaſion for preparation, nor 
ever-luch a Numerous meetting or congrega- 
jt tion 


_ _— —_— OY — e 


os. hi 


= +» Þ#o._ 4% . Sn South 


( 43 ) 

tion in the World, Six Hundred Thouſand. 
Men, the like Number of Women, and its like 
twice if not three times the Number of Chil- 
dren, beſides a mixed multitude of the Egyp- 
tians and other people, that followed, and 
went up with them ; probably, becauſe of the 
Deſtructions the plagues had made in Egypt, 
and perhaps expecting to ſee the appearance of 
God to the Children of Iſrael in the Wilder- 
neſs, as they had ſeen his wonderfull * 

rance for them in the Field of Zoan. 

And it came to paſs on the third Day in the 
Morning, that there were Thunders and Ligb- 
tenings, and a thick Clood on the Mount, and 
the voice of the Trumpet exceeding Loud; ſo 
that al! the People that was in the Camp 
trembled. AndMoſes brought forth the People 
out of the Camp to meet with God, and they 
ſtoad at the nether part of the Mount. Aud 
Mount Sinai was aitogetber on a ſmoke, be- 
cauſe the Loyd deſcended upon it in fi; wh and the 
ſmoke thereof | aſcended as the ſmoke of a fur- 
nace, and <:ten the trumpet ſounded long, and. 
waxed louder and loucer, Moſes ſpake, and God 
anſiwered him by a voice, its like the words 
that Moſes ſpake was thoſe, Heb, xii. 21. J 
exceedingly fear and Quade. 

And the Lord came down upon mount Singh, 
en the top of the mount: Aud the Lord called 
Moſes up to the top of the Mount. And there- 
by diſſipated his * and Moſes went up. 

And Fe ES Lord had ſent him down ta 
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the people then Moſes (one of above two 
Milſions of Wirtneſes and Auditors) tells us. 
An God ſpake all theſe words, ſaying, I am 
the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of Bondage. 
Thou ſhalt bave do other God's before me, &c. 

The Law of the Ten Commandments, 


is a Law of God's making, they are ſpake | 


and by the infinite eternal Majeſty 
of Heaven and Earth, the great Creator of 
the univerſe. And therefore has an incon- 
teſtable right and Authoriry to Command us, 
He that gave us our being has an eternal 
Right to give us Laws ; and never was any 
ſo holy juſt and good as thefe are: God was 
the giver, great was the company of them 
thar heard it. The Preacher, was God him- 
ſelf, the Lord deſcended in Fire, the Shechinak 
or Glory of the Lord, appeared in the Sight 
of all the People, be ſoined forth from mount 
Paran with Ten Thouſand of his ſaints At- 
tended as the divine Majeſty always is, with 2 
multitude of the holy Angels, who were both 

to grace the aſſembly and aſſiſt the folemnity,. | 


Hence the Law is faid, 1% be given by the cp 


or of Angels, now- it was that . 
— Jaw him and trembled, Skiped- 


like Rams. And the little hills lite Lambs. 
The preface or introduction of this glorious | 
Law of God is much to be obſerv'd; wherein 
he aſſerts his own right, to give this ſacred 
Liw, to mankind. 7 am tbe Lord thy os, | 
| ws. | 
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what Nation under Heaven can ſay, or ought 
Ido fay, he is not, hith not he made all Na - 
tions of one Blood ; O how is this 
| face of God, to that Popiſh . Babylonian 
Doctrine of the Trinity conſider, O, pious 
Man or. Woman who ever thou art that 
readeſt this Law, that God has ſpoke and 
wrote, whether there is any plurality of per- 
ſons in his words, I am the Lord thy God, 
and if thy reaſon tells thee, there is not, then 
diſcard with abhorence that bratt of the Mo- 
ther of Harlots, whoſe offfpring it is, and- 
let her keep it with her younger bratts, tran- 
| fubt antiation and Images. God propoſeth 
himſelf as the ſole object of that Religious 
worſhip which is enjoyned in the four firſt 
Commandments, and we are bound to obey 
him, whoſoever tells us the contrary. Be- 
cauſe he is the Lord Jehovah, ſelf exiſtent, 
in dependant, eternal and the fountain of all 
being and power as well as wiſdom and 
| goodnels juſtice mercy and truth. The all 
| | wife God deliver'd thoſe four firſt, which 
concern our duty to him, becauſe Man had 
- | his Maker to love before he had a Neigh- 
por, and he will not be true to his Brother 
| Whois falſe to his God, but if he Loves God 
| he will keep his Commandments; and, the 
more we meditate on them the more Excel 
lent we thall find them, and the more cauſę 
we ſhall have to adore him, who not only, 
poke them with bis own mouth but wrote 
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them with his own finger, purely for our 
own good both here in this world and for 
ever hereafter : Glory Glory, to his Name, 
My ſoul is heavy 1 m 2 
e to ind 4 almoſt all 1. * living 
diſobedience to ſome or other of thoſe — 
holy Laws of God. Altho they cannot ob- 

ject againſt any one of them, but own they 
are moſt righteous holy juſt and good. 

Tet that Babyloniſh whore has made or 
be witch d all Nations to Drink of her curſcd 
Fornicating cups, or atleaſt ſome ſups or dregs 
of them. I would to God I were to diſpute 
with the chief Prieſt of the Nation even in the 
Yreſence of our King and Queen and all the 
oyall Family in the houte of Lords before 
all the Noble Peers of our Realm : Concern- 
ing the four firſt of the Ten facred Command- 
ment of God : Whether they are now in 
force, or whether they are nor. 

Whether Chriſt did diſſolve them, or 
whether he did not, I believe in my heart 
they will not be able to reſiſt the wiſdom 
and the Spirit by which God will abilitate me 
ro ix will not call out my old friend 
William Wake (called Arch Biſhop of Canter- 


bury) to enter the Liſts with me; becauſe of | 


his great Age, tho I ſhould be glad for the 


fake of his Old Age that he would be there; | 
But I Challenge my friend Edmund Gibſon | 


(calPd Biſhop of London) to Anſwer me be- 
fore God and that grand Ry [2 great 
ritain : 
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Britain : And perhaps it will beas grand a 
Queſtion and as worthy to be ſpoke on, as 


| ever was in that auguſt Houle, and if they act 


upon it with hearts, 2 of 
God and his honour, come over their minds: 
And they give glory to the God of Heaven 
and earth, and confeſs before God and Man, 
chat thoſe four firſt Commandments of Ggd, 
as well as the Six laſt, are ſtill in force, and 
wil be till Heaven and earth paſs : And then 
Yield to God and fall into Obedience of 
them: It will doubtleſs be the greateſt blow 
to P that ever was given in the world. 
And far beyond what was done in our Na- 
tion * 12 the Eight, for who can ſay 
that he had any Religious views, but wor! 
aims and ſyniſter ends: Bur chis moſt Noble 
and deſirable reformation will be purely the 
Glory of God, and the magnifying of His 
holy Law and making it honourable, which 
he ſpoke with his own mouth and wrote with 
his finger, and on that account ought to be 
eſteomed above all other laws that ever were 


divulged to mankind. 


1 fay it will be the greateſt Blow that ever 
was given to Popery fince it put up its filthy 
head, and ſhewed its impudent whore's face: 
For I may juſtly reprove the Prieſts of Rome, 
as my dear Lord jeſus Chrſt did my Hh 


Jeruſalem in his Days, for making voi 
Commandments of God by der Traden, 


and indeed none but mT, can . 
| ; diſpute 
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diſpute with ſo much force againſt Popery 
bi I have caſt away all her filthy * 
ments and have not retained one ſkirt or Rag 
of all her fulſom unſcriptural inventions that 
I know of ; and if any wiſe and good Man 
can ſhew me that I have yet any remains upon 
me, I will ſoon put them away, and be very 
Thankfull to that wiſe good and beloved 
Brother. 

For it is well known, what the Reaſon is, 
that the writings and arguings of Proteſtants 
in Europe have no more effect on Papiſts, 
becauſe the former ftill retains manifold 
Corruptions of the latter ; fo that Papiſts 
frequently ſay, if our Fleſh be not good, 
why do you drink of our Broth ; and who 
art thou that reproveſt another, and doeſt the 
ſame things ; for their is not an infinite differ- 
ence between Papiſts and the major part of 
Proteſtants; and ſome think, there is bat 
very little; and that there is a deal of Pro- 
teſtant Popery ſtiH in our Land; which it 
will be difficult to get rid of; and cannot be 
done Without taking up the Croſs, the true 
ſpiritual Croſs, and following Chriſt daily. 

It will juſtly grieve the heart of a righteous 
pious and well reformed man or woman, that 
reads the fifteen Sermons lately preach'd a- 
gainſt Popery (for they come forth with a far | 
better from thoſe diſſenting Preachers, 


grace Cl 
than from thoſe of the eſtabliſh'd religion; 
the former being much more reformed thes 
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the latter; ) to find that even they themſclves 
are leavened with ſome of the ſame leaven ot 
I choſe very Scribes and Popiſh Fhariſees they 
| write againſt , which, it is fear'd, will ren- 
deg many of their ſpiritual Arrows againſt 
| Babylon uſeleſs, and ſhot in vain. 

| Bur if thoſe Miniſters will throughly purge 
| their own floors, blow away the chaff by 
the wind of God's ſpirit, keep cloſe to the 
ſcriptures of truth, and ſet aſide all the Inven- 
| tions of Man, and above all things keep the 
Commandments of God : Then bend your 
Bows, and ſpare no Arrows, ſhoot at Mif- 
tery Babylon whereſoever ſhe is found, for 
the is certainly to be deftroy'd; and you 
will find your ſpiritual Arrows wul not 
return in vain: and your then ſtrong Ar- 
guments, like battering Rams, will break 
; down the Walls of Babylon even to the 
t ground. I can clearly ſce what God has done 
by poor me; how he has taught my hands 
t to war, and my fingers to Ight his ſpiritual 
e 

: 


Battles, enabling me to chaſe.a thouſand ; 
and two of us to put ten thouſand to flight; 
do but take up the Sling of God's holy Law, 
; and fill it with the imooth and precious 
t ſtones of his ſacred Ten Commandments, and 
r 


you'll overcome all the ſpiritual Goliah's un- 
der heaven, none will be able, with any good 
grace, to ſtand before you. 

. | _ You fee what I have already done in my 
na | former Book; I have challeng d the greateit 
e | E Potentates 
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Potentates on earth z yea, even the Ki-o of 


Great Britain, whoſe true and faichtul | Subeed 
J am, in all temporal things, and whorn 1 
love and honour: Alſo, his noble and vali- 
ant Friend John Argyle, and his rear 
Friends Root VV aipole, Charles V/ 4 r, 
and Arthur Onflow ; 5 all th eſe can peu * ell, 
and who is like them; and vet, Leid, non: 
of all theic car'd to engage with their Friend 
Ewa; ſer they knew tis ſtrength was in 
the Law of God ; and the / vere all wite e- 
nouch to know their own wealnefs, and that 
tacy all wanted mote ſpiritual W capons which 
I had got; and that it they took up the 
ſume, wc ſhould be ail of a Side, and could 
never millitate one againſt che other any 
1:97C, | 
Therefore I hope, Friczd Fiinmund Gib- 
ſon, thou wilt not take ic awiis that IJ have 
challenged thee, ſeeing I have done the fave 
by far greater Verſons chan thou; ad do al 
ſure thee tary are all my Friends wnom! 
heartily love, and beicve they ali love ine. 
But I do it tor tue Glory ct Cod, and for 
the Honour of h.s iacre Law; and tor the 
good of ail my fellow Creatures, that they 
may obey God, and not Nan; Chriſt, and 
not the Pope; the Prophats and Apoſtles; 
and not Prelates and Prieſts; and God 
knoweth this is my fincere dere, tha t al 
Religion and ſpi: 1tual things, ma, be gens 
ly free, and neither forecd nor hindercd ; 
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bing the true liberty of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
C: mlt, who told us, the Kings of the Gen- 
tile: ecerciſe Aurhoricy, but it thall not ba 0 
Wain yl, &c. 
15 177 on2 ſhould query, and fay, is their 
t! ſome boaſting here? 1 antwer, none that 
1 owiul that [ know of, for I have tound 
ie Z od hand of God ſupportiu me, many 
yr many a time 3. and have lei his power, 
enabling me to ſp:alk betore a vaſt number of 
People at Stafford Aſſizes; w nere Was a great 
Bill of Indictment againſt rc, by the Lite 
gation of the I'rieſts; for Wricing ray fink 
Book, about te. Years ago, entuuled, A 
True Icſtimony for God, and for hi; fzcrcl 
Law; being a plain honeſt Deſence ot the 
firſt Commandment of God, againſt all the 
Trinita ians under Heaven: Thou ſhalt have 
no oth:r Geds but me. And becauſe many 
Pei ſons have deſir'd to hear it, I ſhall give 
a ſhort Account here, for their Satisfaction. 

Aſter the long Indictment was read, I was 
asxed if I pleaded Guilty, or not Guilty; 
I tua I was not guilty of any evil that I knew 
ot, in writing that Book; which if they 
ment whether I wrote thg Book, or not, (for 
t ivy had quoted many Pages of the Book ia 
that | ng cment, L own'd 1 did write it; and 
tnat it I mig have liberty to ſpeak, I be- 
cv I houid take it manifeſt to be the 
plain tiutn of God. | 

The Judge having given me liberty of 
1 pleading 
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leading to the Indictment; I begun with the 
firſt Commandment of God, viz. Thou 
Halt bave none other Gods but Me. I inſiſted 
upon the word, Me, being a fingular ; and 
that it was plain and certain, that God ſpoke 
of himſelf, as one fingle Perſon or Being, 
and not three diſtinct Perſons. And that it 
was manifeſt, that all the Church of God, 
that then heard thoſe words, underſtood it in 
the ſame plain obvious Senſe as I do; as is 
moſt evident from the words of the Prophet 
Moſes ; who ſaid to Iſrael thus, Unto thee it 
was ſhewed, that thou might'}t know, that the 
Lord he is God, there is none elſe beſidee him; 
out of heaven he made thee to hear his Voice, 
&c. I told them, that from the words he and 
bim and his, It was certain God was but one 
ſingle Perſon, one ſingle he or bim or his. 1 
tolt them that all the Patriarchs from the be- 
ginning of the world, did always addreſs 
themſelves to God, as one ſingle Being. O 
thou meſt high God, Poſſeſſor of heaven and 
earth; and Abraham ſaid to the King of So- 
dom, I have lift up my hand unto the Lord, 
the moſt high God, the Poſſeſſor of heaven and 
earth, &c, they knew nothing of a Trinity, 
nor of Gods being a plurality of Perſons; 
that monſtrous Doctrine was not then born, 
nor of two thouſand Years after, till the A- 
2 and Popery began to put up its filthy 
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Then I told them, that all the Prophets 
witneiſed to the truth of the fame pure uncor- 
rupted Unitarian Doctrine of One God, are 
No dier vut be: bave «ce not all cne Fate; 
hath a t Owe Gd created 11. Then I told 
them the words of God to Abraham, I ga 
Ged Aigbty, walt before ine, and ve that 
perſe:? 1 and by the Prophet I:atan, To < _ 
will re liten me „ or foal! I be equal, ſaith 
bly One, not the holy Three... I cold 250 
that the wo Mo and One did utterly exclude 
any other Perions being God. but thut Ore 
ft: le e; and that God him{clf oſten telt!- 
fies the Cane truth, by ſaying, is there any 
Gra 06/2128 1e? and . tells us plainly, 
there u 2 God, I ka aur. an the 
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thy God is One Lord, not three, and thy 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
&c. And the Scribe ſaid thou haft anſwer'd 
right, for there is but One God, and there is 
no otber but he, &c. tthen I mentioned the 
words of Chriſt, in the xvii of John and z. 
as very remarkable, and worthy of all their 
oblervation : This is life eternal, to know thee 
the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou 
haſt ſent. And then I turn'd my Face dire&- 
ly to the Prieſts (my Proſecutors, who all 
ſtood on the right ſide of the Judge.) Now 
ſaid I, fince the Lips of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
which always ſpoke the truth, ſays, his Fa- 
ther is the only true God; who is he, and 
who are they that dare ſet up another, in con- 
tradiction to my bleſſed Lord, who ſays, his 
Father is h Only true God. 

And I ſtop'd here, to ſee if any of them 
would anſwer, But the power of God came 
over them, ſo that all their mouths were ſhut 
up, and not one of them ipoke a word. So 
that J turn'd about over my left Shoulder, 
and warn'd the people in the tear of God, 
not to take tacir religious Sentiments from 


Men, but from God; not from the Pope, 


by: trom Chriſt; not from Prelatzs nor 
Pr eſts, but from the Prophets and Apoſtles. 
And then I turn'd towards the Judge, and 
told him, that I vas the more convinced of 
the truth of what I had ſaid, from the words 
of my bleſſed Lord; who faid, Call un mos 
Father 
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Father bere upon earth; for one is your Father, 
even God. And call no man Maſter, for one 
is your Maſter, even Chriſt, From hence, 
ſaid I, I deduce this natural Inference, That 
in all things that are of a ſpiritual Nature, 
we ought to take our Religion from God and 
his Prophets, from Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
It will be too long to mention all the texts 
and proofs that I made ule of; I will only 
add one or two, as that of Paul, 1 Cor. viii. 
4, 5, 6. Where the Apoſtle tells us, 7-ere is 
no other God but One, for the', there be that 
are called Gods, as there is Gods many and 
Lords many, ith in beaven and in earth; but 
to us there is but One God the Father, of 
whom are all things: So that I told them, 
here was a plain Demonſtration :. for he ſays, 
there is but One Cod; and tells us who that 


Oae God is, that is, tbe Father. And there- 


fore, no other Perſon could be God but the 
Father only; and what I had wrote in my 
Book was the plain truth, and founded on 
God's own words, Thou ſhalt have no other 
Gods but me. 

In ſhort, I could plainly perceive there 
was a general convincement through the 
Court, the Judge and Juſtices of the Peace 
did not like the Profecution ; but ſaw plain- 
ly, that out of envy the Prieſts had done it. I 
then began to ſet before them the odious Na- 
ture of that Hell- born principle of Perſecu- 
£97, and that it was hatch'd in Hell; that it 


never 
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never came from J<ias Chriſt ; that he and 
his follow-r: were « :.ct: pcriccut.d themſclves, 


but they ne erfeuredd any; tint = e kd 
now a ver” Purrant Iiutance of it, br the 
Pe piſts a! Thoia, Where tuey Art took a- 


Way the Schools were cur Bie tien the Pro- 
te ants ec ucated their Children 0 t. il they 
took away the Places of their teliglous wor- 
ſhip; tien they put them in Pri.ons, then 
coatiſcate') their Eitices, and lait ot all, took 
away thar Lives. Now we cen cry out 
loua enougli a ginſt tice, and fhewy the Inka. 
Aru ruc:ty and 3 rbaricy of it; bat, 
laid I, if v.. that call our lelve3 Proteſtancs, 
ſhall be found a-! 38 in the ſame Th Li It, Olle 
againſt the other, tine Crime wili b. greater in 
us than 5 ther: 13 becatic we have atia nd to 
greater Ceres of lig 15 ant tiiev. 

— 1 told them, that I had put my 
houle n wurde. ane male up MY Accounts 


with all men us rear a: I could: and Lit as 


I cd no man here any thing, ſa I would | 


nor par a ens Mur de this Pioſourion, 
And chet I was fre of that unte er Fine 
they aid on me, or walter hole ye thrult 
me in. o, I nall find G.. living ineſence 
Wich nie, as I teci it m 44: and fo ended 
my Spc-ch : 
Upon wi'C'., a Juſtiæ of ene. one 8 
p wo 4 MPa. ci, gor, VAiitio 8 e Ju Ins 
Lud his na d Pet jn; Nr, and 
mid, my Lord, I Kuaw Ai Na. ta be an 
hore! 


32 


(57) 
honeſt Man; and what I fay, I 2 not 
by hear - ſay, but experience; for I was his 
next door Neighbour three Years. Alſo, a- 
nother Juſtice ſpoke to the ſame effect. Then 
the Judge ſpoke to me; Mr. Elall, I per- 
ceive you have ſtudied very deeply into this 
Controverſie ; but have you ever conſulted 
any of our Reverend Clergy and Biſhops of 
the Church of England. I anſwered, yes, I 
have; and amongft others, with the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury himſelf, with whom I - 
have exchanged ten Letters, viz. four I have 
had from him, and fix he has had from me. 
(at which words, all the Prieſts ſtard very 
earneſtly.) Well, fays the Judge, and was 
not the Arch-biſhop able to give you ſome 
Satisfaction in theſe Points, Mr. Elwall? I 
faid no; but rather quite the reverſe; for 
that in all the a I fent to the e 
ſhop, I groun my Arguments upon 
7 of God and ha Prophets, Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; but in his anſwers to me, he 
reter*'d me to Acts of Parliament, and Decla- 
rations of State, &c. whereas I told the Bi- 
ſhop in one of my letters, that I wonder'd a 
Man of his natural and acquired Abilities, 
ſhould be ſo weak to turn me over to human 
Authorities, in things of a divine Nature; 
for tho* in all things that are of a temporal 
Nature, and concern the civil Society, I will 
be ſubjeit to every Ordinance of Man, for the 
Lord's ſake: even from the King upon the 
hrone, 
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Throne, down to the meancit Officer in the 
Land; but in things that are of a {pity al 
Nature, and concern my faith, my war ſhip 
of God, and future State, 1 would 44 9 
Man Father Pore upon earl, nor ICT eicher 
Popes or Councils, P: i: or Pries ot any 


9 


Denomination, nor Sehr. 1038, nor Al. 
ſemblies of Divines; but obey Gol and his 
Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtle „ Upon 
which, the Judge a: wer d, well, if his Grace 
of Canterbury 1 v/as nat able to give you Satis- 
faction, Mr. Eitgall, I 1 I fh:il not; 
and fo fat down and reſted him; for I think 
he had itood up near an tour and a quarter. 

Then he ſtood up gain, and turning to the 


Priefts, talk lofcly to them; I did not 


hear wha: ae ſaid, or waat they ſaid to him; 
but I gueigd from what the Judge ſaid next; 
for favs he, Mr. EI all, you can't but be 
ſenſible that what yon have writ, being con- 
trary to tlie ec mmon received Doctrincs of 
the Church, ic has given Offenc: to ſome of 
your Neig):ours and particul:; arly. to the 
Clergy; are you willing to promite before 
the ice of the Cou. ary here, that you *. Ul 
not write any more on this head? I antwer d, 
Go forbid 1 ſhould mae thee any ſuch pro- 
mite; for when I vwrotc we Boak dun in 
tlie feat of Gold; and 2 did not write it to 
piu che Church oi 1 nor the Church 
oi England, nor che Church of Scotland; 
but to pleuſe that God who give im! my 
| Breath : 


— 
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Brrath: and therefore, if at any time I find 
my ſelf drawn forth to write in Defence of 
tis ſacred firſt Commandment, or any ocher 
oi the Ten; I hope I thali do it in the fame 
Sp r:t of Sincerity as I have done this. And 
I perceiv'd the Judge was not any wile diſ- 
picas'd at my honcit plain bo Anfycr 3 but 
rather his heart feenvad to be knit in love to 
we; and ſoon declar'd me acquitted : And 
then the Clerk of the Reines, or Aſſizes, 
ſtood up, and faid, Mr. E/wal/ you are ac- 
qu'tted, you may go out of Court when you 
pleaſe. | 

So I went away through a very great 
Croud of People, (tor it was thought there 
was a thouſand People at the Tryal) and ha- 
ving ſpoken long 1 was a-thirſt, fo went to a 
Weiland drank; then went out of Town by 
a River ſide, and looking about and ſeeing 
no one near, I kncePd dowa ci tie Bank of 
the River, and fent up my t:nnkx-oftering to 
that good God that had delivered me out of 
their lands. 

By that time I return'd to the Town, the 
Court was up and gone to Dinner, a juſtice 
of Peace and another Perſon met me and 
would have to eat and drink witn them, 
which I did; and after as I was walking a- 
long th Street ſome perſons have up a great 
Sat- indow and invited me up to em, and 
when I enter'd che Room, found Ten or a do- 
zen perſons molt of em juſtices of the Peace: 


And 


* 
And amongſt em a Prieſt, whom they calld 
Doctor, one of the juſtices took me by the 
Hand, and faid, Mr. Elwall I am heartily 
glad to ſee you, and I was glad to hear you 
bear your Teſtimony ſo boldly as you did: 


Yea, ſays anothor juſtice, and I was glad to ſee | 


Mr. Elwall come off with Flying Collours as 
he did: Upon which the Prieſt ſaid (in a ve- 
ry litter manner) He ought to have been 
bang d. I turn'd to him, and faid, friend, 
I perceive thou doſt not know what Spirit thou 
art F; for tbe ſon of Man came not to Deſtroy, 
but to ſave. But thou would'ſt have me 
deſtroy d. Upon which one of the juſtices 
faid, how, how Doctor did not you hear one 
of the juſtices fay, that he was an honeſt Man, 
and that what he faid was not by hear fay, 
but by experience, and would you have ho- 
neſt Men Hang'd, Doctor, is this good 
Doctrine, ſo that the Prieſt faid but little 
more for ſome time, ſo I took leave of the 
juſtices and took horſe for Wolverhampton, 
ior I knew there would be great joy in my 


Family, for the Common people all expected 


to hear of my being fired and impriſon'd. 
But a Farmer that lived near, who had been 
upon the Jury at Stafford got to Town be- 
ſore me, and the people were all up and aſk'd 
him, what have they done with Mr. Elwall? 
Have they put him in Friſon? He anſwer'd 


no, he Preach'd there an- hour together and | 


our Parſons cou'd ſay ne'r a word, what 
muſt 


AN 


4 


11 = £, as £6. a... 


k ct. AM 


I wv. - 
( 61) 

muft they put him in Priſon for? I told our 
foreman Mr. Elwall was an honeſt Man and 
his Father was an honeſt Man, I knew hin 
very well. So they were all Damp'd : but 
there was great joy amongſt my family and 
all my friends, praiſes, living praiſes, be for 
ever aſcribed to that good God, that Deli- 

vered me out of their hands. And that wor- 
thy Judge Denton ſhow'd an excellent Spirit 
of Tenderneſs Kindneſs and affection, and fo 
did the Juſtices of the peace and as for the 
Prieſts who were my ptoſecutors, altho they 
meant Evil againſt me, yet God turn'd it for 
good; not to me only, but alſo to them, 
for they heard ſo much good that Day, which 
fo calm'd the temper of many of them, that 
they have never diſturb'd me to this day; 
tho* I have wrote much more boldly ſince ; 
elpecially, in my Declaration Tn N all the 
Rings and temporal Potzers under heaven; 
ſhewing that ie bave no Authority over their 
Sul eus iu f{iriinal tings; cut that Telus a- 
laue is King in bis Church; God having made 
Jin both Lord and Corit , and that neither 
Popes, Prelates, nor Pric ts, Lade any thing 
4 do to preſcribe e Hor in rake emnarus 
upon Mankind , but that al Reingitn c 19 
be free, and neither ferced nor bi. — 

2 my dear King, Nelles and Senators, bh 
nat act im that ungodly |; irit a; proud Nicarc 
aid; 2 'Maccabees, Xv. 2, 3» 4, 3. Pat 
Nicazer nearing tha: Judas and bis Company 
F Were 
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were in the ſtrong places about $ amaria, reſol- 
ved, without any Danger, to ſet upon them on 
tle Sabbaty Day. Neveribelß, the Jeu 
that were compelled to go with him, ſaid, O 
deſtroy not fo cr nelly aud barbaronſly, but give 
honeur to that Day; which he that ſeeth all 
tings, hath honoured ith belief; above wuhkor 
Days. Then toe mat ungracicus coreteh de- 
maznded, if there tere a mighty One in vea- 
2 that had commanded the Sabbath-day th be 
kept. And toben they (aid there is in beaven a 
115 ing Lord and mighty, wvho commanded the 
Seventh- 2 ts be ke, 2 Then ſaid the other, 
Aid I alſo am mighty upon earth, and I com- 
mand to take Arms, and to do the King*s bu/i- 
neſs : vet be obtained not to have his «ill dane. 
And it is worthy to obſerve what reward he 
had for his pride; for the Fews fighting wit) 
their Hande, aud prating unto God <ith their 
hearts, fiew ns 25 tian thirty and five lhau- 
ſaud Alen. Dow hen the Battle was doe, 
reluruing again with joy, they knew that Ni- 
Ca cr ly dead in bis amn. Thea they 
made a great ſou aud a nheiſe; priiftig the 
Alminhly in Ibeir cn langinge. Aid when 
be bad cit cut the teagite 6f that unzediy Mi- 
canor, be commanded that ey fou give 
it to the Fetus; and baig Sag the reward of 

his madneſs before the Tein, 
It is very plain and evi: 5 the Apoſtle 
Paul alludes to this worthy and vallant Ex- 
ploit of Judas Maccabecs, in his Epiſtle A 
ie 
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the Hebrews. xi. 34. out of wean were 
made ſtrong, waxed vaiiant in ficht, turned t9 
flight the Armies of the Aliens. For «ce rnow 
bim that ſaid, Fengeance belongeth unto me, I 
Will recompence, /aith the Lord. And again, 
The Lord ſhall judge his people. It is a fear- 
{il thing lo full into the baus of the living 
God, Flzb. x. 31, 32. FWherefore J be- 
ſcech you ail, 10 3 God acceptally, with 
reverence aud godly fear, for our Ged is 4 
conſuming ſire. 
would humbly beſcech our preſent King 
and Parliament to confi.icr the Cale of all 
ſuch as are, Sabbach. Keepers; how hey are 
diſcreſſed for want of chat liberty which God 
hath given them, zo labour fix days, aus 7a 
all th:ir wvark. God hath commanded 5 29 
do no nnter of work on the Se ventb-day; and 
we dare not diſobey him. And yet you all 
weil know, there are human Laws now in 
force, directly contradicting this Law of God; 
and inflicting Fines and Penalties upon us, it 
we do what God has commanded us; this is 
a dreadful Cafe indeed! O King, I pray thee, 
and all our Novles and Serators, Ict your 
hearts be humble towards God, and tender 
towards us in this matter; for that Cod who 
hath acceſs to all the ſecret receſſes of our 
hearts, knoweth, th.t we are perſuaded in 
dur Conſciences, that trol lacred Ten Com- 
mandments of his, a: fill in force; and, 
that it is our duty © keep the Seventh. day. 
1 And 
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And therefore, I intreat you all, for the good 
will of him that dwelt in the Buſh; and out 
of your own good will to him and to us, 
repeal that Law ; that we, who are Sabbath. 
keepers, may freely enjoy that liberty which 
God hath graciouſly given us; to work ſix 
Days, and reſt the Seventh-day, according to 
the Cemmandment of Ged. Let your bleſſing 
come upon the head of the poor Sabbath- 
keepers, and upon the top of the head of us, 
who, in this reſpect, are ſeperated from our 
Brethren : That our Glory may be lite the firſt- 
ling: 7 our Bulocks, that our ſpiritual Horns 
may be like the Horns of Unicorns; «ith them 
we ſhall puſþ the Popiſh Firſt-day, and the 
Mahometan Sixth-day, to the ends of the 
earth; and we may be the ten th:uſands of E- 
p braim, and as the theuſands of Manaſſeh : 
For, may TI not truly and fitly apply the 
words of the Prophet Ezekiel, to theſe Firſt- 
day Popith Prieſts, viz. Her Prieſts have 
violated my Law, and have profaned mine hel) 
things 3 they have put no difference between the 
hily and prophanc; neither bade they ſhewed 
Cifference between the clean ana the unclean, 
and bave hid their Eyes from my Sabbath, and 
Jam prophaned among then. Now, you 
know, the Papiſts who keep the Firit-day, | 
2nd the Mahometans who keep tlic Sixth- 
clay, have no divine Command for either; 
vet both of them work on the S-wenth-day, 
velttigut any Fines or Penalties, tho' directh) 
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contrary to the Law of Gol; how much 
more ought you to allow us that ke: p the 
Seventh-da ay, tree liberty to work on the 
Firſt- days, as God hath commanded us; ci 
Pecialiy, fince Papiſts, and all Denominati- 
ons oi Proteſtants, do frequently ride out ar 
pleafure, anc travel abroad on their occilion3 
on the Firſt-day; well knowing there is no 
Law of God forbiding them; but we can- 
not do fo upon the Seventh-day, becuuie 
God hatn forbidden it. Therefore, I will 
appezl to chy own Breaſt, O King, and to 
the Breatts of al: cur Lords and Senators, 16 
there be not the higheſt reaſon in the world 
for you to repeal taat Law which contrad. & = 
eh God; for he ſys, fix Days ſhalt thou la- 
lr, * znG do all P99 card E, but the Sevi 1::2-day 
is tbe Sautath of the Lend thy God, in it ibou 


Huli 100 ii airy wore, One would hope thele 


words alone would be fuficier.t to induce you 
ty !epeal that unrighteous Law, for to it ccr- 
talnly is, in regard to us; decauſe we muit 
G7 God ra: her than Men: and cannot obey 
dock. Tit: Apoſtes could not obey God and 
Ct. TO prrach tlie of el, and at the 
Lare tit Obe the uſers, Prieſts, and Pha- 
riſcca, a wad Friclly charged thein nt to 


preaca aug mare 2 that Name. 

O, re: ebe. ve 2 greut regard God hath 
always had tor th acred Sabba:i: day; even 
v_o!'e tile 1 Was given a: NMlount Suni. 
LxO d. zi. 7 1172 [7 244 {ve Liu A Tofe 557 
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Behold, I will rain bread from beaven for gc; 
and the people ſhall go out and gather a certain 
Rate, every day, that I may prove them whe- 
ther they will woalk in my Law em no. Aud it 
ſhall come ts paſs that on the ſixth day, they 
Pall prepare that which they bring in; and it 
ſhall be twice as much as they gatherd daily, 
Aud it came to paſs that on the ſixth day, they 
gather'd twice as much bread, iwo Omers fer 
every Man: And the Rulers came and told 
Aiſes. Aud he ſaid unto them, This is that 
which the Lord hath ſaid, To-morrow is the 
7cjit of the bol) Sabbath unto the Lord; Bate 
tat which ve will bake to day, and ſeethe that 
re ci feetve, and that which remaineth over, 
lay up for you to be kept unti! the Morning, and 
ti ov laid it up wil the Morning as Moſes bade; 
and it aid not ſtiuæ, neitder Was ere any 
corn therein, Aud Mojes ſa d, eat thal 10 
day; fur to day in a ſalbul unto the Lord; 
iz day ve ſhall not find it in ive freid, Six days 
e fall gather is; but en the Severth-day, 

wich is toe Saboats, in i: lvere ſball be none. 
Now judge ye honcſtiy ry Koyal Triend, 
and all vou my noble and worthy Friends, 1 
pray you; would If for have been an unt ca- 
tunable and viixecd thing in theſe Rulers to 
have ferbid the people 0 go out to werk and 
© Qt Janna on tat Erit-da7. Yet, behold, 
tuis you do in (et by us SrumucR-Kerpers, 
t thi} day » Wie muit not be tiftert to work 
or gather and labour ou tl Hſc-day, Du; re 
Lay T8! 
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ſubject to Penalties and Fines for doing what 
God hath commanded us to do. How dole- 
ful and diſmal is our Cafe! the merciful God 
look upon us, and move your hearts to fa- 
vour and pity us. 


AHYMN for the SaBBaATH=Dar. 


T is a thing both good and meet, 
To fing with one cord ; 
And on the Sabbath-day declare, 
The works of God the Lord. 
Firſt lay the Lord made heaven and earth, 
And tuen he made tie light 
Ev'ning and morning he cal” d day, 
Ard darknei he call'd night. 
The Sccond-day the Lord did make, 
For ever to abide; 
The firmament of heaven above, 
The waters to divide. 
Third-day the Sea and Land he mace, 
ay d chen he did dec: ices 
The Earch ſhould bring forth graſs and trees, 
Wh-rem the.: wed ſhould be. 
Fourt-day tlie Sun am Moon and Stars 
Were made to give us light; 
The gre:ter liglit to rule the Day, 
The lets to rule the Night. 


Great whales, the Fifthi-day, God did mac, 


Such fowls as now do fly; 
And hes all, to whom he ald, | 
Inc:vais 
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Ircreafe and multiply. ' 
Sixtu- dur te Lo: 4 mi ie creeping: things, 
and brafts Loh grot and in 1; W, 
Then N „ ike þ 1 4%lt he made, 
ws 4 1 IC migut ruf. them a. 
Thus . cr, ir dies thou didſt ict 


Alt . catures in 4 

And ee . iſt ccale from all tity work, 
And che ocve.:th-ay., 

That 3: - ereror tou hallowed haſt, 
So by t. av di /ine; 

Fax tin: 24vett aut cart do pas, 
The San N 1 thiae. 

To N in nud, moſt mighty God, 

t thou c ted haſt; 

In 8 n n = Y in the Scas, 
Aud we among ie ref 

Lord, belp us che-rink 5 te %e2p 
This Day of tain; moſt pure; 

That vie may have a place of reſt, 
VWinen ever may er dure. 

Where we way K t and ing to thee, 
New Sc. hg Fthy great N. me; 
And talk of a!! thy Wondrous wotlks, 
To celeb: ate 7 fame. 

How owner: us is U.. | Dwcling-place, 
O Led hu God « oi Love 

Whe ſhall 1 de thy glows face, 
Ard eue nung avul.c, 

O :1kc tocace, Lord, ke to thee, 
Thy reuder ur de Dove ; 

Reach, i. ch wy Fad, take me into 


Thy 
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Thy heavenly Ark above. 

Where ſacred Sabbath ne'er ſhall end, 
But Saints ſhall there admire; 

And joyn melodious Songs to thee, 
Sing, ſing ye heavenly Choir. 
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